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· Training resources

The following articles have appeared in Footnotes in recent years. They represent the views of the author and do not necessarily represent the views of Bushwalkers of Southern Queensland Inc.

· What can you do to avoid the problems of waste in the bush?

We like to enjoy places that are pristine or places which at least show minimal evidence of human activities. One of the tenets of bushwalking is to leave only our footprints and to leave no other signs of our presence. We need to make sure that we don’t leave tell-tale signs such as food scraps, paper, foil or other materials in the bush. There is an interesting table of how long it takes for materials to decompose, produced by the National Trust, Oxfordshire, 

	paper 2-5 months
	orange peel 6 months
	milk cartons 5 years

	cigarette filter tips 10-12 years
	plastic bags 10-20 years
	leather shoes 25-40 years

	nylon cloth 30-40 years 
	plastic containers 50-60 years 
	polystyrene/glass never!!


