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CELEBRATING 22 YEARS of Clowning in the Community  1986-2008 	
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    Hoppy Spring!  It is good to see the signs 
of Spring from a long cold winter.  Clowns 
get more activities, starting into the busy 
season.  Last meeting, we made a large 
bunny rabbit balloon, thanks to Jim Gilfix, 
as well as collected reservations for the 
Fellowship of Christian Ministeries Chil-
dren's Conference, March 27-29,2008.  
Thank you also goes to Bob Waite and Dan 
Swiercz for the refreshments.  Dena re-
ported a balance of 2,052.97 in the bank. 

     We are still researching another site to 
hold our meetings after June, due to the 
fact of the church closing their doors.  I am 
saddened to see New Beginnings (formally 
Lola Valley) because of all the warmth of 
the congregation, including Richard and 
Irina Burrous and previously with Marilyn 
Cainey in having our group meet there.  It 
was so nice to clown for the church's activi-
ties and feeling apart of their community.  I 
wish all of the congregation and their pas-
tor, Rev. Amick well and thank you. 

     Our next meeting will feature Mark 
Rodemeyer presenting Computer and 
Clowning.  There has been requests to 
have Mark speak again on this topic.  
Please  bring any Computer questions for 
Mark and he will try to answer them.  Kathy 
Korzeniewski (probably with the help of 
Gary), will provide refreshments. 

     The May meeting will include Nomina-
tion of Officers, so be thinking of who would 
be your choice to represent to Club in this 
way.  We will have additional Nominations 
before the Election of Officers in June.  It 
would be nice to see new "blood" bringing 
fresh ideas to the Club.   

     The National Clown Week Commitee is 
starting to think of ideas.  The members 
are: Ron Henrick, Marilyn Anderson, Bob 
Waite, Dan Swiercz, and Sherrie Chrysler.  
Please give them ideas of events you 
would like to see for Clown Week. 

     Prayers and support go out to Nancy 
Opatich, and her family for her brother, 
David, having a stroke and on life support.  
Genie Beanie had to have a re-do on her 
cataract due to a problem.  Carolyn Ziemba 
had to take time out after the death of her 
mother-in-law, who she had been caring 
for.  It is good to see Debbie and Sylvia 
Rea back now that their mother is improv-
ing. 

     Happy Birthday wish for April go to Bon-
nie " Looopy" Metty, April 16th.  Hope to 
see you at the April 2nd meeting.  Heart-
fully, Sherrie 
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It is with deepest sadness to report the 
passing of Nancy "Bubbles" Opatich's 
brother David on Sunday, March 23.  
 
Faulkner, David A. Age 53, March 23, 
2008. Beloved father of David A. 
(Stephanie) Faulkner Jr. Grandfather of 
Tristan. Dear brother of Joyce Utzig, Mar-
sha Rivers, Linda Bernard, Nancy (Tom) 
Opatich, Dale Faulkner and the late Dennis 
Bugg. Sister-in-law Laura Bugg. Dear friend 
of Elayne Blair. Dear uncle of Deanna, De-
sira, Jeremy, Cindy, Eddie, Brian. 
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From the V.P.  
 
Hello everyone, I will try to fill some of 
the empty space – to those of you who 
volunteered to be on the committee for 
National Clown Week-thank you. 
I have a new event that should be 
added. At the last meeting I mentioned 
that the Ypsilanti Librarian contacted 
me to see if our group would be inter-
ested in putting together a program on 
how someone might become a 
clown. They loved the idea that we 
would fit them into our schedule for 
National Clown Week. A Saturday was 
mentioned – so it will have to be Au-
gust 2nd. 
The event will be a part of their Sum-
mer Program-it will be held in their 
large community room, both adults and 
children will attend; she has asked for 
a 1-2 hour max time limit. –some work-
shops possibly, such as: how to get 
started, what happens at clown school; 
some short lessons or demonstrations, 
makeup and/or prop etc.  
We can all talk about this in the weeks 
to come – this would be a great oppor-
tunity for us to get some good PR and 
exposure. We can carpool. 
 
See you soon. Rosebud 
 

Energize your 
day    

Smile!    

Research proves 
that thinking happy 
thoughts increase the production of 
endorphins! So when you feel your 
energy flagging, think about your kids, 
the vacation you're planning, anything 
that puts a smile on your face! You'll 
be full of pep again in no time!  

Taken from women's world Jan 2008  

  Genie Beanie 

Up-Coming Events:  
 
Friday-Saturday, April 4-5, 2008 Fel-

lowship of Christian Clowns Road 
Show at Greenwood Christian 
Church, Greenwood, Indiana (near 
Indianapolis) Featuring Tony and Nikki 
Jones and Dave Mitchell, 
$55.00.Registrar Linda Sutton 5550 S. 
Harlan St. Indianapolis, Indiana 46227 
(317) 783-5031 website: 
www.Bluebirdtheclown.com 
 
Saturday, April 26, 2008 Entertain-
ment at Westland Convalescent 
Center for Anne "Raggety Anne" 
Burnham (on Warren and New-
burgh) 2:30 pm. No Balloons Contact 
Person: Sherrie Chrysler (313) 278-
0036. 
 
Wednesday, May 7, 2008 Puppets by 
Ruby Stevens and others and Nomi-
nation of Officers (think of a New 
President, Vice-President, and Sec-
retary)  Refreshments- Nancy Opatich 
and Sandy Galambus 
 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, May 
16-18, 2008 Clown Town 20th Class 
Reunion Newark, Ohio Featuring 
Dave Mitchell, Steve "Peachey Keene" 
Long, Pricilla Mooseburger, and Bubba 
Sikes.  $95.00 until April 15th, $100.00 
afterwards.  Mail to Clown Town 415 
King Ave.Newark, Ohio 43055 
 
Wednesday, June 4, 2008 Election 
of Officers and Quick Summer Bal-
loons-  Jim Gilfix Refreshments- Paul 
Brown 
 
Saturday-Friday June 7-13, 2008 
Clown Camp at the University of 
Wisconsin at La Crosse Standard 
Rate for Single $775.00, $150.00 de-
posit due with application, remainder of 
fee by April 15th.  Check into scholar-
ships like Bo Dino 
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Here are some golden opportunities to 
expand your clowning skills.  
 
Please visit www.ClownJubilee.com in 
Charleston, WV April 4-5, or 
www.FamilyEntertainersWorkshop.co
m in Minneapolis, May 15-17 or 

www.ClownJam.com in Branson, MO 
July 16-20.  Also, don't forget 
www.KentuckyClownDerby.com too. 4 
Great opportunities to learn and laugh 
more. You will even meet new friends 
and catch up with old friends. Bump A 
Nose!  
 
 
SPECIAL EVENT IN COLUMBUS 
OHIO JUNE 13-15 
 
I (Jim Tai taka Professor Bloono) came 
across this information on the internet 
and thought there may be some others 
in CAR who might be interested in the 
following convention. It looks like 
there’s something there for everyone 
from clowning, to face painting to bal-
loon sculpting. 
The Midwest Fantasy Show (MFS) is a 
weekend event, June 13-15, 2008 in 
Columbus Ohio, planned for family 
entertainers including   
professional Makeup Artists, Face and 
Body Painters, Airbrush   
Artists, Henna, Magicians, Balloon 
Twisters, Clowns and more. The   
Midwest Fantasy Show features edu-
cation designed to appeal to a   
variety of audiences including artists, 
entertainers and business   
owners. The Midwest Fantasy Show is 
sponsored by Wolfe Face Art and FX 
and is held in conjunction with the Mid-
west Haunters Convention.   
  
The Midwest Fantasy Show will offer 
classes taught by expert makeup, en-
tertainment and business leaders 
through workshops and seminars   
being also made available at the Mid-
west Haunters Convention.   
Registration for the weekend registra-
tion is only $89; or $75 before April 1, 
2008.  
  
The weekend Vendor Trade Show is 
FREE! The public is welcome. The 
MHC/MFS Tradeshow will feature a 
25,000 square foot tradeshow floor 
with 100 vendor booths. The trade-
show will be open Saturday, June 14 
and Sunday, June 15 from 9:00 am to 
5:00 pm.   
  
The Midwest Fantasy Show will kick off 
with a Welcome Reception on Friday, 
June 13, 2008 followed by a Friday the 
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13th Makeup Artist and Entertainers 
Jam Session. Guests will be enter-
tained at a reception featuring a free 
practice jam session for makeup art-
ists,   
entertainers and others.   
  
The Midwest Fantasy Show will host a 
Halloween Fantasy Body Art Fashion 
Show on Saturday night sponsored by 
Sophisticated Terror Productions. This 
is a unique presentation of models 
body painted by a select group of in-
dustry artists. Additional evening activi-
ties will feature the International Asso-

ciation of Haunted Attractions Mas-
querade Party with dancing, food, cos-
tume contests and the infamous Ms 
Midwest Scary Pageant. For the past 
two years; the Ms Midwest Scary Pag-
eant was rated as one of the top '13 
Freaky Attractions' by AOL Online in 
the US. These events combine profes-
sional elements of horror, fantasy and 
fun and are quite sensational to ob-
serve!   
  
The Midwest Haunters Convention, 
sponsored by CostumeFind.com, is a   
weekend industry showcase event for 

Haunted Attraction Producers,   
Scene Decorators, Actors, and Home 
Haunters. It provides   
educational seminars and workshops, 
and an exciting variety of unique social 
activities.   
  
The Midwest Fantasy Show and Mid-
west Haunters Convention will be held 
concurrently June 13-15, 2008 at the 
Greater Columbus Convention Center. 
The Hyatt Regency will be the host 
hotel for over a thousand Halloween 
and entertainment enthusiasts.   
  

Editors Note:  If we have missed  your birthday please contact the Secretary or Vice President and they will add that 
 information to your Clown Profile. 
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Clowns Around Redford meets the first 
Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm.   

At the New Beginnings Church  
on Puritan & Delaware  

between Beech & Inkster in Redford. 
 

View the Free Giggle Press on-line at 
www.ClownsAroundRedford.org 
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Both major industry events will draw 
top talents in from around the   
country to Columbus, Ohio, creating 
unique education, social and shopping 
opportunities! Weekend registration is 
$89 for Saturday and Sunday Semi-
nars (or $75 before April 1, 2008) for 
the combined Midwest Haunters Con-
vention and Midwest Fantasy Show 
seminars.   
  
For more information, please visit 
www.MidwestFantasyShow.com or   
www.MidwestHauntersConvention.co
m. Please contact Neena Robinson 
Collins if you would like to receive 
email updates, have any   
questions or are interested in vendor 
booths or sponsorship   
opportunities. 
Neena: 614-433-9343 
Neena@MidwestFantasyShow.com. 
 
 
The City of Ball Ground, Georgia, is 
hosting their annual Heritage Days in   
the city on May 17th and 18th. Festivi-
ties will start at 10 am with a   
big parade through downtown. Special 
grand marshal this year is Monika   
Kelly Andrew, daughter of world fa-
mous circus clown, Emmett Kelly, Sr.   
Emmett appeared with the Shrine Cir-
cus, the Ringling Brothers Barnum and 
Bailey   
Circus, on television and major motion 
pictures.  
  

Monika is now a resident of Ball 
Ground and we would like to honor her 
and   
Emmett by all clowns and clown units 
to be a part of the parade this year.   
Can you help us get the word out and 
let all of your clown friends know   
about this special invitation? If you 
have clown friends who are interested 
in   
participating, please have them call me 
at (770) 735-4263 or they can email   
me at tmcavender@cherokeega.com. 
Monika will also be available that   
weekend signing autographs and sell-
ing lithographs and posters of her 
dad.  
  
Thanks and we look forward to having 
you in Ball Ground in May…..  
  
Sincerely,  
Tim Cavender  
Ball Ground Heritage Days Committee 
 
Ed. Note:  Special thanks to Jim Tait 
for researching all these opportunities 
to re-energize our Clowning Skills 
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Just wondering how you came upon 
your clown name? Is there a story be-
hind it? Did it come easy? Is it part of 
your given name? Did you like the way 
it rolled off your tongue? Did it make 
you laugh? Is it a fruit you like? Does it 
remind you of pasta? Does it relate to 
your personality?     
My name was Genie Favazza. Then I 
became a clown in 1996. I took my first 
name and teamed it up with the Italian 
name for Favazza (big bean) hence 
Genie Beanie.   I really had fun when 
Beanie babies were the rage. I had a 
lunch kit made up with real green 
beans. I glued eyes, red noses and put 
them in diapers, They were my Beanie 
Babies.LOL After a few weeks they got 
to stinking. Must have needed a diaper 
change. HA.    
 
Write me and tell me how you got your 
name. genietheclown@yahoo.com 
 
I got my name from Sesame Street, which 
it think is one of the best children shows 
going.  I liked Elmo, this was way before 
tickle me and all the other syrupy stuff so I 
took his name, Soomi and I kinda change 
the way it was spelled and the rest as the 
Amazing Mumford  says “ Allah Peanut 
Butter and Jelly Sandwiches”  just like 
magic L-Moe was born — 14 years ago  
Ed. 


